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            Extract

            
                I write this by the light of my digital watch. The Mandrill,
 rainbow made flesh,
 is up there in a microlight
 criss-crossing my position,
  Meccano-caged lung of bellowing fur
  lighting the fires of conscience
   with the stubs of his unfiltered cigarettes.

Chief amongst us was the Patch of Dusk,
 oblong of midges and departing teal,
 sweet melancholy A4 sump of woodsmoke
  and roosting pigeons
   and the cocktail hour:
  shadows of gunmen on the scree,
  sparrows dressed as yellowhammers,
  shuffle of an old bear approaching
   with white burrs stuck on his dark-blue coat.

Obeisance we paid, shiftily, with inversion of all kinds,
 bowing low and debasing ourselves,
  sham automata with sunburn for antique brass.
 Our friend the Watermill clapped slowly,
  grinding the fields' seed
   between her thighs.

The Jackpot with All Holds puked out with its rhythmical crash
 all our days, and a grid of coloured bulbs
  ennobled the equivocal looks we gave to see
 it was always paid in tokens, and each day dawned
 a 99p breakfast in the empty pubs of Whitley Bay
 and the empty beaches stung by wind and rain,
  the gloom-green shingle,
 carsick growl of the penniless, hungover youth
  a long way from home.

Why should we speak?
 We breathed in air of the Curve of a Slope
  polished the tree roots of that parish
   and dined on individual shepherd's pies in stoneware pots.
 I made little pencil sketches and rolled dice
  to see who would give the black spot to the Patch
   (or was that a breed of pig?)
   as the snow continued to fall
    and my mum sang along tra-la and I
    raced toy cars on the theme of loyalty,

never considering that it might be me,
 Eel Climbing Up a Ladder,
 cover image of wartime-reissued John Buchan,
 hat concealing the egg of an osprey,
lying down here under the purple clouds
 among the remorseless spindly legs of the heather,
 listening to the shouts and barks of the king's men
  and the shunk shunk of their muskets and rucksacks
  and muskrats, and the fish of their fine calves
   through cocksfoot wet with the dew of evening.
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